
 

 

Case Study: Nepal Earthquake 
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Hurricane Katrina  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70-80% of New 

Orleans evacuated  

$50 billion in aid 

given by US 

Government . 

1million people 

homeless   

159mph winds as a 

category 5 storm   

5m storm surge 

overtopped levees   

Aircraft delivery 25 

tonnes of relief 

supplies  

90% of buildings 

destroyed  

Drinking water was 

contaminated by 

sewage for 5 months .  

1800 killed  The superdome  was 

used as an 

emergency shelter .  

Oil facilities were 

damaged and 

petrol prices rose  

3 million left without 

electricity  
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UK Extreme Weather Event:  UK 2003 Heatwave  

Cause  

 

 

Response  

Effects 
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Case  Study ð Cockermouth Flooding  

Date:____________________________                Location: _________________________________ 

Causes: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Categorise the effects, social, economic or environmental.  
 

Over 1300 homes 

were flooded and 

contaminated with 

sewage  

Stagnant water 

needed treating 

before it could be 

pumped into rivers.  

Huge amount of 

debris needed to be 

cleared.  

1 death  

Many people lost 

power for almost a 

month.  

Local roads cut off by 

flood water.  

Over 14000ha of 

agricultural land 

under water for 4 

weeks.  

Damage of the flood 

estimated to be over 

£100 million.  

16 farms evacuated.  50 people 

evacuated via 

helicopter.  

The cost of putting 

right the damage 

was an average  

  of £28,000 per house  

Over 1000 livestock 

evacuated  

 

Exam Question: Using an example of a recent extreme weather event in the UK, to what extent 

were the economic ef fects more significant than the social effects. (9 marks)   

Are these statements about Nepal or New 

Zealand ? What were the differences between the 

two earthquakes?  

¶ 181 people killed and 2000 injured.  

¶ 9000 people died and 20000 people injured.  

¶ 7000 schools destroyed, 50% of shops 

destroyed.  

¶ Chemical Toilets were provided for 30,000 

people  

¶ 3 million people were made homeless  

¶ 80% of roads repaired in 6 months . 

¶ Cost of damage estimated to be $11 billion.  

¶ Cost of damaged estimated at over $5 billion.  

 

KEY 

ITALY  

NEPAL  
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Thar Desert 

Animals  need to be able 

to tolerate a range of 

temperatures  

Tourism includes desert 

tourism and an annual 

desert festival  

Over extraction of water 

from underground 

aquifers  

Mineral Extraction 

(gypsum for road 

building)  

The Jaisalmer Wind Park 

provides renewable wind 

energy  

The geology makes the 

cliffs very unstable and 

they slope toward the sea  

Temperature can reach 

50 degrees  

Lack of roads mean 

limited access  

Farming using water fr om 

the Ghandi canal  

Plants have thin leaves to 

reduce water loss  

The river Luni only flows in 

winter  

Lack of rain means limit 

on plant growth  
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Annotate the Shell logo with the ways in 

which the company helps develop Nigeria  
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